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Amendments f g the Claims 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of providing high availability for a network, the 
method comprising: 

configuring a first supervisor in a first chassis of a virtual network device as an active 
supervisor; aad 



as a 



configuring a second supervisor in a second chassis of the virtual network device 
standby supervisor for the virtual network device: and 

configuring a third snpervisor as first nseuncHgtandhv n™™^ kent m „ ^ 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the active supervisor and the standby 
supervisor are farther configured to perform load balancing of traffic for the virtual network device. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the third supervisor is 
configured in me first chassis fir rfb o r r nmprinirg fi^ T ""C n t hi rd ru p o ni c o r in the firrt ohrtc;i; 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising keeping the second supervisor in 
a hot standby state. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein a statefal switchover is performed in 
response to a failure of the first supervisor and the method farther comprises: 

configuring the second supervisor as a new active supervisor, and 

configuring the third supervisor as a new standby supervisor. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 3, further comprising configuring the third supervisor as 
a new standby supervisor in response to a failure of the second supervisor. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, farther comprising configuring a 
fourth supervisor of the second chassis as a second pseudo-standby supervisor kept in at least a 
warm state. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 6 9 wherein the first chassis and the 
second chassis continue forwarding traffic during the stateful switchover. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
re-booting the first supervisor; and 

configuring the first supervisor as a new pseudo-standby supervisor kept in afrfea s * a warm 

state. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising configuring the fourth supervisor 
as a new standby supervisor in response to a failure of the second supervisor, 

1 1. (Currently Amended) A virtual network device configured for high availability, the 
virtual network device comprising: 

a first chassis comprising a first supervisor configured as an active supervisor; a&& 

a second chassis comprising a second supervisor configured as a standby supervisor: and 

wherein the first chassis further comprises a third supervisor configured as a first pseudo- 
standbv supervisor that is kept in at least a warm standby state by the first supervisor . 

12. (Original) The virtual network device of claim 1 1 , wherein the first supervisor and the 
second supervisor are further configured to perform load balancing of traffic for the virtual network 
device. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The virtual network device of claim 1 1, wherein the second 
chassis further comprises a fourth supervisor configured as a second pseudo-standby supervisor that 
is kept in at l e ast a warm standby state by the second supervisor. 

1 5. (Original) The virtual network device of claim 13, wherein the second supervisor is 
further configured to act as a new active supervisor in response to a failure by the first supervisor. 

1 6. (Original) The virtual network device of claim 13, wherein the third supervisor is 
further configured to act as a new standby supervisor in response to a failure by the first supervisor. 
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1 7. (Original) The virtual network device of claim 14, wherein the fourth supervisor is 
fUrther configured to act as a new standby supervisor in response to a failure by the second 
supervisor. 

18. (Currently Amended) A computer program embodied in a machine-readable 
medium, the computer program comprising instructions for controlling a virtual network device to 
perform the following steps: 

configuring a first supervisor in a first chassis of a virtual network device as an active 
supervisor, \ 



configuring a second supervisor in a second chassis of the virtual network device as a 
standby supervisor for the virtual network devic e; and 

configuring a third supervisor as first p seud p-standbv supervisor kept in a warm state . 

19. (Original) The computer program of claim 18, further comprising instructions for 
causing the active supervisor and the standby supervisor to perform load balancing of traffic for the 
virtual network device. 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer program of claim 1 8, further comprising 
instructions for configuring a third supervisor in the first chassis as a first pseudo-standby 
supervisor kept in a*- least a warm state by the first supervisor. 

21. (Original) TTie computer program of claim 1 8, further comprising instructions for 
keeping the second supervisor in a hot standby state. 

22. (Original) The computer program of claim 20, further comprising instructions for 
performing a stateful switchover in response to a failure of the first supervisor by controlling the 
virtual network device to perform the following steps: 

configuring the second supervisor as a new active supervisor; and 

configuring the third supervisor as a new standby supervisor. 

23. (Original) The computer program of claim 20, further comprising instructions for 
configuring the third supervisor as a new standby supervisor in response to a failure of the second 
supervisor. 
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24. (Currently Amended) The computer program of claim 20, further comprising 
instructions for configuring a fourth supervisor of the second chassis as a second pseudo-standby 
supervisor kept in at least a warm state. 

25. (Original) The computer program of claim 22, further comprising instructions for 
causing the first chassis and the second chassis to continue forwarding traffic during the stateful 
switchover, 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer program of claim 22, further comprising 
instructions for causing the virtual network device to perform the following steps: 

re-booting the first supervisor; and 

configuring the first supervisor as a new pseudo-standby supervisor kept in a$4east a warm 
state by the third supervisor. 

27. (Original) The computer program of claim 24, further comprising instructions for 
configuring the fourth supervisor as a new standby supervisor in response to a failure of the second 
supervisor. 

28. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for providing high availability for a network, the 
apparatus comprising; 

means for configuring a first supervisor in a first chassis of a virtual network device as an 
active supervisor; asd 

means for configuring a second supervisor in a second chassis of the virtual network device 
as a standby supervisor for the virtual network devic e; and 

means for configuring a third supervisor as firs t oseiido-standbv supervisor kept in a warm 

state. 
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